THE  FOUNT OF  HONOUR

Even decorations for gallantry are awarded according to rank,
Army officers get the Military Cross but for the same act of
courage NCOs and privates get the Military Medal, and it's the
same in the other Services as well. Only the VG and the GC
are given for guts regardless of whether you're a field-marshal
or a private.

Every society includes people who think they are better
than others, but the terrifying characteristic of British society
is that many of those who are supposed to be inferior have
been brain-washed into believing that they actually are. So the
class structure rests not on the pretensions of the elite but on
the acceptance of these pretensions by the mass of the people.

The system is so fundamentally rotten that you can't im-
prove it by altering the allocation of existing Honours. It
would be ludicrous to make a gallant sub-postmistress a Dame
Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George (which
on merit she deserves), and it would be considered a deliberate
insult to offer a BEM to a retiring Admiral of the Fleet after
an undistinguished naval career (which would be all that he
deserved). Any attempt to democratise the honours system
would only reveal even more devastatingly the class basis on
which it rests.

The simplest thing to do would be to discontinue the here-
ditary and phoney parts of it altogether by not recommending
anyone for peerages, baronetcies or the Orders of Chivalry,
leaving the Crown to dispense only the OM, the CH and a
simplified system of decorations for gallantry that took no
account of rank.

Then you could start again and search for a simple and
dignified way by which the community could recognise service
and reward merit. An annual Resolution of Thanks, passed by
the House of Commons and followed by the presentation of a
Parliamentary Medal to those named by Mr Speaker at a gala